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SINHALA

Sinhala or Sinhalese, is ah Indo-Aryan language
spoken in Qri [Lahka

The mother tongue of the Sinhhalese people

The Sinhalese people make up the largest ethnic
group in Sri Lanka, humbering about 15 million

There are also considerable numbers of Sinhala
speakers in Singapore, Thailand, Cahada and the
(Jnited Arab Emirates
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COUND SYSTEM

Sinhalese has 1¢ vowels sounds, seven of them are short and
the other seven are |ong.

TWO Of these vowels are unhigue to the language. They are
represented as

“&” and um:”
The Germans interpret them as a vowel Chanhge caused by the
umlaut.
as in (Jber

The English interpretation is the [ohg {J sound
As in cute
Or
00 as ih hoot



SOUND CONTINUES

There are 26 CoOnsonhahts Of WhiCh Four are prenhasalized stop.

The prenasalized sounds indicated as mb, 2d, ?2d, ?g€ do hot
OoCcCur in South Asiah lahguages except ih Maldiviah. They are
attributed either to AfriCanh or Polyhesian lahguages.

Anh example of this is:

D
sounds like sing or |asagha



WRITING SYSTEM

SyllabicC alphabet: the vowels and Consonhants are hot represented as
separate units like inh the Romanh SCript, but as sYllabiC units in
which the vowel is inherent in the consonhant:

For example: “K” is both “K” and “a: combined
Direction of wWriting: [Left to right in horizontal lines
There are ho Capital letters

The alphabetiC sequence is Similar to those of other BrahmicC
SCripts:

afaalaifiufa (r] efe (ai] of/c [au]l K (kh]) g (8] nC (ch]) (h] (N]t (ta]t
(thld (dh]nt(thld (dhlnp [(Phlb (bhlmYyrIV(ssIShlf

The complete writing system, EluHodiya, Consists Of 5¢ basiC
Characters:

This inCludes 18 vowe| CharaCters and 36 COhsohant
Characters.

OnlY 36 Characters (12 vowel ahd 2¢ consohaht syYmbols)
are required for writing spoken Sinhala.

The Sinhala sCript is phonetiC, ih other words, everything that is
written down is pronounced the way it is written.



GRAMMAR

The English language: SVO (subject Verb Object) word order.
The Sinhala language: SOV (Subject Object Verb) word order.

Sinhala distinguishes three conjugation Classes. Spoken Sinhala
does not mark person, humber or gender on the verb (literary
Sinhala does)

In other words there is no Subject-\erb-agreement.

Sinhala and (Germah speakers both have a single native-language
phoneme that is Similar to English /w/ and /V/

The auditory sensitivities of Sihhala speakers make it harder for
them to discern the aCoustiC cues that are CritiCal to fw/ - /V/
Categorization.



GRAMMAR CONTINUES

Ginhala is a Pro-drop language:

The sub)eCt Of g sentence Cah be omitted when it is
reduhdant beCause of the context.

Example: The sentenCe kohedogie, literally "where went’,
Cah mean "where did I/you/he/she/we... 80". A|SO the Copula
"tO be" is generally omitted: "] am riCh" translates to
mamopO:Sat, literally "I rich".

There are ho prepositions, ohly postpositions: ExXample: "under
the booKsS translates to potajate, literally "book unhder".



DIGLOSSIA

In the Sinhala language, the literary [anguage and spoken
lahguage differ from each other in manhy aspects:

Written language: used for literary text ahd formal
OCCasions (public speeches, TV and radio news broadcCast. EtC)

Spoken lanhguage: used for communicCation in everyday life.

The most important difference pbetween the two Varieties is the
|aCK Of inflected verb forms in the spoken lahguage

This is comparable to one when the Portuguese lahguage is
taught to children in countries that the spoken language is Cape
Verdeah Creole.



DIFFICULTIES LEARNING ENGLISH

Cinhalese is a pro-drop lahguage, students could possibly have
difficulty understanding that we are a l[anguage that is expliCit
ahd we use prohouns in our sentences.

In English we use SVO (subject verb object) and in Sinhalese
they refer to SOV (subject object verb), this Can be another
difficulty when writing and speaking English

For example in English: In Sinhalese:
1is the subject. 1is the subject.
Like is the Verb. Enslish is the object.

English is the object.Likeis the verb.

This could cause difficulty for any student when they are
writing or speaking.



DIFFICULTIES LEARNING ENGLISH

When teaching a Sinhalese student about prepositions, it will
be important to explain that a postposition in their [ahguage
is Similar tO @ preposition, but it fOllows rather thah precedes
the objecCt.

For example: uhder the book (preposition)
book under (postposition)

In the area Of written production, a Sinhalese student will
have difficulty hot phonetiCally spelling words in English. They
will heed expliCit ihstrucCtion in phonics.

Their [anguage is phonetiC based anhd all words are written as
they sounhd.



COMMUNICATION

Gaving faCe is paramount, SO avoid outwardly CritiCizing people in
publiC situations.

DO hot put people ih awkward positions Oor uhder pressure.

Cri Lankans are very honh-Cohfrontational in their CommuniCation
style,

it iS important to try and read between the lines. They may Say
onhe thing but meah ahother and it is up to the listener tO wWork
out the message.

When communiCating it’s often the Case that people will tell you
what You waht to hear in order to be polite. It’s best to be
patient ahd see what hoh-verbal actions follow the
communicCation.



COMMUN)L;.CATION CONT......

usiness Situations

Shaking hands is the most common form of greeting and hand
shakes are firm.

Older adults greet other adults by having their palms clasped With
a slight bow at head and eye level.

As with most hierarchicCal cultures, Sri Lankans use titles,
without a title a person is referred to as Sir or Madam.

The Sri Lankans will want to feel at ease with you and at least
have a small bit of baCkground about you before they will feel
comfortable doing business or discussing business with you.

Meetings may be interrupted by other business but this should
not be interpreted as rude in any way.
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